The Social Wasps of Britain
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Median wasp, Dolichovespula media (queen) Dolichovespula media (worker) Dolichovespula media (face of queen)

Tree wasp, Dolichovespula sylvestris (queen) Dolichovespula sylvestris (worker) Dolichovespula sylvestris (face of queen)

Norwegian wasp, Dolichovespula norwegica (queen) Dolichovespula norwegica (worker) Dolichovespula norwegica (face of queen)

Saxon wasp, Dolichovespula saxonica (queen) Dolichovespula saxonica (worker) Dolichovespula saxonica (face of queen)
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Key features for identification: V. vulgaris: anchor shaped pattern on clypeus and black triangle
on tergite 1; V. germanica: three dots on clypeus and diamond shape on tergite 1; V. rufa: reddish
patches on tergite 1&2; V. austriaca: clypeus pointed and extending over mandibles; V. crabro: very
large, thorax & tergite 1 reddish-brown; D. media: queen very large, reddish patches on thorax; D.
sylvestris: single or no dot on clypeus; D. norwegica: reddish patches on side of abdomen, anchor
shape on clypeus; D. saxonica: three dots on clypeus.
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