Bumblebees of the Sheffield Area

Garden bumblebee, Bombus hortorum (queen)
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White-tailed bumblebee, Bombus lucorum (worker)

White-tailed bumblebee, Bombus lucorum (queen)
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Buff-tailed bumblebee, Bombus terrestris (queen)

Early bumblebee, Bombus pratorum (queen) Early bumblebee, Bombus pratorum (worker) Early bumblebee, Bombus pratorum (male)

Large red-tailed bumblebee, B. lapidarius (queen) Large red-tailed bumblebee, B. lapidarius (worker) Bilberry bumblebee, Bombus monticola (worker)

Common carder bee, Bombus pascuorum (queen) Common carder bee, Bombus pascuorum (worker) Gypsy cuckoo bee, Psithyrus bohemicus (queen)

Common bumblebees of the Sheffield area. Distinctive features of each species: B. lucorum and B. terrestris:
black thorax with one yellow stripe; queens have yellow and black abdomen with white (B. lucorum) or buft-
coloured tail (B. terrestris),; workers of both species can be hard to distinguish; B. hortorum: like B. lucorum, but
smaller and with extra yellow band on rear of thorax; B. jonellus: like B. hortorum, but yellow is much less bright,
and more straw coloured; B. pratorum: thorax and abdomen with yellow bands and orange tail; males have a
yellow head; B. lapidarius: all black with orange abdomen tip; B. monticola: most colourful species of Brittain;
abdomen entirely orange and thorax with two yellow bands; B. pascuorum: foxy coloured all over. Psithyrus spp.:
cuckoo bumblebees, parasitize nests of other species and produce just queens and males, but no workers; front
part of abdomen shiny, P. bohemicus is the most common species, and has a yellow and white tail; parasitizes
nests of B. lucorum. Males can be distinguished from females by the absence of a sting, having 13 rather than 12
antennal segments and having 7 rather than 6 abdominal segments visible from above.

Pictures and pamphlet by Tom Wenseleers, University of Sheffield.



